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STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® World Championship 2022 
 

The basics of STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® 
STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® is an international extreme sport competition series. The athletes compete in six disciplines, 

with saws, axes, and chainsaws. TIMBERSPORTS® demands a high level of technical ability, precision, and 

strength. Athletes have to show peak performance and extreme personal fitness for the whole competition. 

 

Competitions are now held in more than 20 countries as well as at international level with the World 

Championship and the World Trophy. The highlight of the season is the two-day World Championship, 

which has live audiences of up to 11,000 spectators on-site. The TV coverage is reaching millions of viewers 
from New Zealand to Canada annually: the last World Championship with a team and an individual 

competition in 2019 was broadcast with more than 540 hours of coverage, for example. 

 
Beside the World Championship, a second big competition event was established, the World Trophy. Here 

the world’s best athletes compete in a knockout system completing four disciplines back-to-back. Severing 

four wood blocks takes the best athletes less than one minute. The World Trophy is the biggest challenge 

for any TIMBERSPORTS® athlete because it adds an endurance aspect to the competition. At the World 

Trophy the athletes square off against one another head to head, until the strongest two face off in the 

final. 

 
Professional competition standards and a set of rules that apply worldwide have evolved, along with an 

international pool of judges, and nowadays the athletes are actively supported with facilities such as training 

camps to help them develop in their sport.  

 
The Original Extreme Sport 
TIMBERSPORTS® has a tradition stretching back over one hundred years, earning it the title of “The Original 

Extreme Sport”. Back in the late 19th century, lumberjacks began pitting themselves against one another 

with axe and saw outside their working hours. The sport has its roots in Australia and New Zealand from 

where it spread to Canada and the USA as well. From improvised beginnings logger sports has grown into 
around a dozen sporting disciplines including some that specifically simulate felling and cutting up a tree. 

All the disciplines require the athletes to demonstrate skill in handling the equipment and the wood, along 

with strength, stamina and a precise technique. According to the Australian Axemen’s Association, one of 

the earliest public competitions is known to have taken place in Tasmania in 1891, and by 1899 the Sydney 

Royal Easter Show was reportedly already attracting some 8,000 spectators. 

 



 

 

In 1985, STIHL USA joined forces with sports channel ESPN to create the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® Series; 

2022 marked the 22nd year for the competition series in Europe. STIHL, the series’ main sponsor, has now 

been joined by a number of other partners, including LIEBHERR and Ford. 
 

The six TIMBERSPORTS® disciplines 

 

Standing Block Chop 
The Standing Block Chop simulates felling a tree. A block of wood is anchored vertically in a metal stand 

and has to be chopped through from both sides as quickly as possible. Precise blows with the axe and a 
powerful swing are essential for success in the Standing Block Chop. Top athletes take under 13 seconds in 

this discipline. 

 

Underhand Chop 
The Underhand Chop, replicating the practice of cutting up a felled tree, involves chopping through a 

horizontally-mounted tree trunk from both sides with an axe. The athlete stands on top of the log. Cutting 

it through from only one side leads to disqualification. Best times for the Underhand Chop are under 15 

seconds. 

 

Single Buck 
The athletes saw a complete disc from a horizontally mounted log, using a single man cross-cut saw, which 

is about two meters long. Rhythm and dynamics are what count in this event. Elite athletes can make a clean 

cut in about thirteen seconds. 

 

Stock Saw 
In this discipline, all the competitors use the MS 661 C-M, a professional STIHL chain saw. At the ‘Go’ signal 

the athlete grasps the saw and starts cutting the wood. The competitors must cut two complete cookies off 

a horizontally-mounted log with one downward and one upward cut, both within a marked area of 10 cm. 

Sawing over the marked line or not completing both cookies will result in a disqualification. Top athletes 

can complete this discipline in under ten seconds. 
 

Springboard 
In this discipline, the competitor places two platforms (springboards) into pockets that are cut into a 

vertically mounted log. The aim is to chop through a block of wood positioned at the top of the log. At the 

starting signal the athlete cuts a first pocket, about ten centimeters deep, in the log at shoulder height. He 

slots the point of the first springboard into it, and then he stands on that board to cut a second pocket in 

the log. Standing on the second springboard, at a height of about two meters, he starts cutting through the 

block at the top. In this event too, the wood must be cut through from both sides. Springboard calls for a 



 

 

precise technique along with strength, balance and skill. Fastest times for Springboard are under 

40 seconds. 

 
Hot Saw 
The aim is to cut three complete cookies from a marked area of 15 cm off a horizontally positioned trunk as 

quickly as possible using a hot saw. This is an extremely powerful, specially tuned and customized chainsaw. 

The challenge in this discipline lies in controlling the power concentrated in the 60 to 80 HP saw. With a 

chain speed of approx. 250 km/h and a weight of nearly 30 kg, these machines demand maximum 

performance from the athletes. Best times in the Hot Saw event are under six seconds. 

 

Athletes 
In Europe there are currently about 500 athletes actively taking part in the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® Series 
training camps and competitions; the worldwide number is close to 2,000. However, the sport is becoming 

more and more attractive for parties interested in other extreme sports. STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® actively 

seeks out young talent worldwide. In the “Rookie” competition class, athletes under the age of 25 compete 

in separate competitions worldwide. In Norway, Sweden, and Austria, logger sports based on 

TIMBERSPORTS® standards can even be pursued as an option in forestry schools or as an extracurricular 

activity for students. The sport helps to increase the attractiveness of a career in forestry. 

 

Promising young athletes usually get their first competition experience at Rookie Cups held as part of 

national championships. The best performers from these events earn a spot at the Rookie World 

Championship which is held alongside the World Trophy each year. 
 

The Equipment 
 

Wood 
Poplar, a soft wood containing minerals, is the main wood used for STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® competitions in 

Europe. However, in the Single Buck discipline, white pine (Weymouth pine) is commonly used, as it is 

overseas, because its less abrasive properties make it gentler on the saw blade. The wood for the 
competition is selected according to criteria like location and growth. To ensure all the competitors start 

on an equal footing, all the blocks used in a competition come from the same area of the plantation. After 

harvesting, they are checked for quality and knots before being turned on a peeler to the correct diameter. 

The wood is sealed and stored at an even temperature so that the moisture content remains constant all 

season long.  

 



 

 

The rapidly regenerating competition wood is grown and harvested on special, sustainably managed 

industrial plantations in the Netherlands and Belgium. After the competitions, the wood residues are 

collected and turned into pellets, paper, or chip board.  
 

Cookies 
Cookie is the name for a disc of wood that has been cut from the log in the Stock Saw, Single Buck and Hot 

Saw disciplines. The cookies must be cut from within a specific length of the log and, most important, they 

must be complete. If the disc is not a complete circle, the athlete will be disqualified in the particular 

discipline. Cookies are a popular souvenir from the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® competitions. 

 

Stands 
Stands are metal supports in which the blocks of wood are firmly mounted. Each discipline has its own stand. 
The stands are governed by strict standards and their stability and compliance with the regulations are 

checked by the judges before each competition, anywhere in the world. 

 

The sports equipment 
 

Axe 
The special axes are hand-sharpened and razor-sharp. They weigh approx. 2.5 to 3 kg and are about 80 cm 
long. These axes are made specifically for competitions – they are not suitable for forestry or garden use. 

A competition axe costs between 300 and 500 euros. Top athletes often have a selection of up to 50 axes 

of different designs and with different grinds, each suitable for a particular type of wood. 

 

Single man cross-cut saw  
The cross-cut saws used in the Single Buck discipline are specially manufactured in the USA, Canada, New 

Zealand or Australia. The metal is laser-cut to shape and the ten centimeter long teeth are hand-set and 

extremely sharp. The saw weighs about 5 kg and the basic price starts at EUR 1,500. As it is two meters in 

length or longer, this saw is only suitable for competitive sport. After around 40 cuts in competition the 

saws have to be sharpened and therefore sent to the manufacturers overseas. 
 

Stock Saw 
The STIHL MS 661 C-M stock saw is a chain saw equipped with M-Tronic, which is an all-electronic engine 

management. The M-Tronic system adjusts the ignition timing and fuel supply precisely and automatically 

to ensure identical conditions during the competition for all athletes. The professional saw has an 

outstanding power to weight ratio with 7.4 kg and 5.4 kW. Additionally it provides a high torque-speed over 

an extended speed range. 

 



 

 

Hot Saw 
This specially tuned chain saw generally has a 60 to 80 HP single cylinder two-stroke engine, often taken 

from a snowmobile or high-powered motorbike. Rotary piston engine saws are sometimes also 
used. These racing chain saws are customized models often built by the athletes themselves and are only 

used in the competition, as it takes tremendous strength to control a saw like this smoothly. These saws 

have no cooling system and so they are not suitable for forestry work. A hot saw can weigh up to 30 kg and 

the chain rotates at over 250 km/h. The cost of such a saw is at least 7,000 Euros. 

 

Safety 
In STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® only trained athletes compete against each other. Only athletes who can 

demonstrate complete technical mastery of all the disciplines are allowed to enter. In addition, the STIHL 

TIMBERSPORTS® Series is governed by an internationally binding set of rules covering everything from the 
order of events to the safety distances. Leg protection, as well as ear defenders and safety glasses must be 

worn in the chain saw disciplines. In the axe disciplines, the competitors wear steel over-boots or iron mesh 

leggings to protect their feet and lower legs. 

 
International competitions in 2022 
After a three-year break, the Rookie World Championship and World Trophy as well as the premiere of the 

International Women Cup on 27 and 28 May in Vienna (Austria) marked the start of the international season 

in 2022. After the European Trophy (3 July in Schirrhein, France) and the European Nations Cup (11 

September in Weiach, Switzerland), the TIMBERSPORTS® year will finish off with the Team and Individual 

World Championships on 28 and 29 October in Gothenburg (Sweden). 
 
 

 

More information on the sport as well as photos and video material can be found at 

www.stihl-timbersports.com or 

in the media pool at http://media.stihl-timbersports.com (accreditation required). 

Images can be used free of charge for editorial purposes with the identification text “Image: STIHL 

TIMBERSPORTS® Series” 

 

 
STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® is a registered trademark of ANDREAS STIHL AG & Co. KG.  

For more information about the trademark visit http://www.stihl-timbersports.com. 



SWEDISH TEAM 
 

Emil Hansson 
Suburb: Mora 
Age: 21 
Height: 188 
Weight: 92 
Competing since age of: 15 
Type of hot saw: Wankel 
 

Major achievements: Nordic Champion 2022, European Trophy winner 2022, 7th Place World 
Trophy 2022, Bronze Medalist Rookie World Championship 2019, 7th Place Team World 
Championship 2019, Silver Medalist National Trophy 2021 & 2022. 
 
Emil Hansson, 21, is the youngest PRO athlete in Sweden and the current Nordic Champion. This 
is his second year competing in the PRO class. Emil started with TIMBERSPORTS® following the 
footsteps of his father, Hans-Ove Hansson, team captain of the Swedish national team and one of 
the first TIMBERSPORTS® athletes in Sweden. 
 
 

Ferry Svan 
Suburb: Vansbro 
Age: 26 
Height: 178 
Weight: 86 
Competing since age of: 17 
Type of hot saw: DC 330 

 
Major achievements: Nordic Champion title in 2019 and 2021, 4th Place Individual World 
Championship 2021, 5th Place World Trophy 2022, 4th Place European Pro Championship 
2020, 7th Place Team World Championship 2019, Winner National Trophy 2021 & 2022. 
 
Ferry Svan discovered TIMBERSPORTS® in Älvdalen, as many other Swedish athletes. However, 
Ferry is the only fulltime TIMBERSPORTS® athlete in Sweden. In 2017 Ferry became the first 
and only European athlete to win the Rookie World Championship title - and still holds that title. 
 
 

Calle Svadling 
Suburb: Bjursås 
Age: 30 
Height: 185 
Weight: 112 
Competing since age of: 17 
Type of hot saw: Wankel 

 
Major achievements: Nordic Champion title in 2017, 7th Place Team World Championship 2019, 
4th Place National Trophy 2021 & 2022. 



Calle discovered the sport during school in Älvdalen and chose the TIMBERSORTS® course into 
his education. Since then, Calle has been an active TIMBERSPORTS® athlete. Calle is known for 
his skills in Single Buck, which is his favorite discipline. 
 
 

Pontus Skye 
Suburb: Leksand 
Age: 31 
Height: 193 
Weight: 115 
Competing since age of: 19 
Type of hot saw: Wankel 

 
Major achievements: Fourth place at the World Championship 2014, Nordic Champion title at 
the Nordic Championship 2018, 9th Place Individual World Championship 2018, 7th Place Team 
World Championship 2019, Bronze Medalist National Trophy 2021 & 2022. 
 
Pontus has been competing on both an individual level during the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® 
World Championship 2018 in Liverpool, and during the team relay in several World 
Championship.  
 
 

Edvin Karlsson (Reserve) 
Suburb: Orsa 
Age: 22 
Height: 179 
Weight: 92 
Competing since age of: 19 
Type of hot saw: N/A 

 
Major achievements: 1st place Nordic Rookie Cup 2022, Rookie World Championship placing 
sixth 2022, 7th Place Rookie European Championship 2021, 5th Place National Trophy 2021. 
 
Edvin started to compete in TIMBERSPORTS® only two years ago but has already competed on 
an international level representing Sweden in European Rookie Championship 2021, European 
Nations Cup and Six Nations Rookie Cup. During 2022, he made his international debut at 
Rookie World Championship placing sixth. He is the current Rookie World Record Holder for 
Stock Saw.  
 

Adam Bjöns (Assistant) 
Suburb: Mora 
Age: 23 
Height: 189 
Weight: 82 
Competing since age of: 19 
Type of hot saw: N/A 



 
Major achievements: Adam competed in his first competition two years ago during Nordic 
Championship 2018 in Roskilde, Denmark.  
 
Living close to the official STIHL TIMBERSPORTS® training facility in Orsa, Sweden, gives him a 
great advantage to train TIMBERSPORTS® together with fellow athletes. He often joins Emil 
Hansson and Edvin Karlsson for training and chopping.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORWEGIAN TEAM 
 

Vebjørn Sønsteby 
Suburb: Brøttum 
Age: 26 
Height: 180 
Weight: 98 
Competing since age of: 13 
Type of hot saw: N/A 

 
Major achievements: 5th place Nordic Pro Cup 2022. 5th place Nordic Trophy 2022 
11th Place Individual World Championship 2017, 9th Place European Pro Championship 2020, 3x 
National Pro Champion, 14th Place Team World Championship 2019. 
 
Vebjørn was one of the first TIMBERSPORTS® athletes in Norway starting at the age of only 13. 
He was introduced to the sport via a family member with contact to STIHL. Since early years, 
Vebjørn has competed in the national team of Norway. During the World Championship 2017 in 
Lillehammer, Norway, Vebjørn represented Norway in the Individual championship. Vebjørn is a 
multiple time national champion. 
 
 

Ole-Ivar Lierhagen 
Suburb: Brumunddal 
Age: 47 
Height: 191 
Weight: 110 
Competing since age of: 34 
Type of hot saw: N/A 
 

Major achievements: 12th Place Individual World Championship 2012 
3x National Pro Champion, 11th Place Team World Championship 2016. Team captain of the 
Norweigan team. 
 
  

Ole-Magnus Syljuberget 
Suburb: Mesnali 
Age: 26 
Height: 186 
Weight: 76 
Competing since age of: 18 
Type of hot saw: N/A 
 

Major achievements: World record holder in the discipline Stock Saw since the Nordic 
Championship 2021. 5th place Nordic Trophy 2022. National Pro Champion 2021, 11th Place 
Team World Championship 2016. 
 



Ole Magnus is a well-known athlete and has been practicing TIMBERSPORTS® since 18 years 
old, starting when influenced by fellow national team mate Vebjørn Sønsteby. Ole Magnus has 
competed in several individual competitions on national and Nordic level and has many years of 
experience in team competition as a solid member of the Norwegian national team.  
 
 

Bart Gevers 
Suburb: Vågå 
Age: 30 
Height: 190 
Weight: 80 
Competing since age of: 27 
Type of hot saw: N/A 
 

Major achievements: 4th place Nordic Intermediate Cup 2022, 7th Place National 
Intermediates Championship 2021. 
 
Bart came in contact with TIMBERSPORTS® via Norwegian team captain Ole Ivar Lierhagen. He 
then started with the sport in 2019 and have not fully committed until 2021. He practices the 
sport several time a week but has great advantage through his profession where he uses axes on 
a daily basis. This year marks the second year since he moved from Rookie to Intermediate.  
  



DANISH TEAM 
 
 

Jesper Sjødahl Andersen 
Suburb: Frederiksberg C 
Age: 43 
Height: 188 
Weight: 87 
Competing since age of: 42 
Type of hot saw: N/A 
 

Major achievements: Jesper started only about one year ago and had his first competition this 
year, in the Nordic Championships 2022. 
 
 

Bo Andersen 
Suburb: Ringe 
Age: 20 
Height: 180 
Weight: 75 
Competing since age of: 19 
Type of hot saw: N/A 

 
Major achievements: 2nd place Nordic Rookie Cup 2022. 
 
In 2016, Bo watched the Danish version of 'Got Talent' where the, now, former Danish athlete 
Brian Palsgaard participated with TIMBERSPORTS®. Already back then, Bo became very 
interested in the sport, but didn’t act on it. Three years later, in 2019, he re-watched that clip and 
decided to contact Brian. 2022 was Bo's first competition season where he really impressed in all 
competitions in the Nordic Cup. 
 
 

Felixia Banck 
Suburb: Bröndby 
Age: 35 
Height: 172 
Weight: 69 
Competing since age of: 35 
Type of hot saw: N/A 

 
Major achievements: 3rd place Nordic Women Cup 2022. 
 
Felixia is the first Danish female athlete since 2018. Participating in a new beginner’s camp at the 
Swedish training center in Orsa Felixia continued to invest her time in TIMBERSPORTS® by 
training from home and then making several trips to Orsa and attending training camps. 
 



Her first competition was Nordic Cup in Orsa on August 6, followed by a team competition on 
August 7. She will now make history, being the first woman ever to compete in a World 
Championship in TIMBERSPORTS®.  
 
 

Esben Pedersen 
Suburb: Tisted/Aalborg 
Age: 23 
Height: 196 
Weight: 90 
Competing since age of: 18 
Type of hot saw: N/A 

 
Major achievements: 8th place Nordic Rookie Cup 2022 National Rookie Champion 2017 & 
2018. 
 
Esben competed in the Nordic Championships already back in 2017 and 2018. He started with 
the sport in 2017 through friends, and former athlete Preben Palsgaard. This year he has done a 
comeback and impressive performances during the Nordic Cup competition this season. 
 
 

Thomas Nichols (Reserve) 
Suburb: Copenhagen 
Age: 36 
Height: 180 
Weight: 115 
Competing since age of: 36 
Type of hot saw: N/A 
 

Major achievements: Thomas started in March this year. Competed in the Nordic 
Championships 2022.  
 
Thomas started his TIMBERSPORTS® career in March this year and had his first competition at 
the Nordic Championship in Stenkullen, which was an exciting moment. He has a personal goal of 
getting his UH/Standing Block Chop under a minute and his favourite discipline is Single Buck.  
 


